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“While it is important to start right,  
the real test of your character and Christian life  

is how you finish. A faithful life means  
keeping your eyes on the goal.” 

Tim LaHaye 
 

 I spend a lot of time nowadays thinking about what it means 
to finish well. I know how I started. It was shaky to say the least. If 
my whole life was going to be like this, then I might as well try to 
start again. I searched every book I could get my hands on, attended 
numerous seminars, and sought to pick people’s brains on their 
perspective of life. 
  I spent my early adulthood trying to start over whenever I 
could. I could find no fulfillment wherever I looked for it. My 
journey would take me to Chicago, Wichita, the Dallas – Fort Worth 
metroplex, and back to “home” again. It would take me from a 
general laborer in a Hardware store, to a student of a new 
technology (computer science), to a novice chef in a white jacket and 
funky hat, to a custodian in an elementary school, followed by a 
period of time acquiring the skills of staying alive on the streets and 
thoroughfares of a major metroplex to realize until I surrendered to 
the call of God upon my life no number of re-starts would bring me 
satisfaction. 
 So, it was now that I came to realize it isn’t just the start that 
matters but it is also how you finish. Generally, a lot of time 
transpires between the start and the finish. But as a follower of 
Jesus, we are taught to live our lives so that no matter when the 
finish comes, we have been a faithful disciple 
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Cawker City  

5—Justin Wilson 
24—Hannah 

Haggard 
 

Anniversaries 

 

 

 

 

 

Glen Elder 

1—Colleen Eberle 

7—Jalyn Porter 

10—Dennis Ritz 

19—Kyla Slate 

20—Tori Farwell 

21—Jess Eberle 

24—Hannah 
Haggard 

27—Janet Porter 

29—Jan Slate  

 

Glen Elder 

Anniversaries 

1—Art & Pat Duerksen 

Before the famous football coach Woody Hayes came to Ohio State 

where he coached for 28 years from 1951 to 1978 and won 13 Big Ten 

Titles along with four National Championships, he had coached at 

Denison and Miami which were much smaller 

universities with much smaller stadiums. He 

recalled the first time that he stood in the 

middle of THE Ohio State University stadium 

with its 86,000 seats (at the time, now at 

104,944 ) looking down at him. He said, ''I was 

shook up. My young son was with me and 

had a hold of my hand. He must have felt my 

reaction, for he said, 'But daddy, the football 

field is the same size (300 feet by 160).'''                                                                                                
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of His. To focus on the right things and becoming more consistent 
we will travel the final part of our journey in style.  
 No matter your age the question is, “are your eyes on the 
prize”. What is your goal in life? Is it financial wellbeing, social 
status, climbing the corporate ladder, getting married and having a 
family, or attaining that elusive PhD? My response is, “are your eyes 
on the prize?” As a Christian we need to visualize the finish line.  
Sisters, and brothers consider your finish line.  Regardless of how 
you have played the “front”, you can play well on the back. Pray for 
sound strategy that will help you “finish the course.” You can 
finish strong. In the memorable words of Wally Armstrong, III 
(born June 19, 1945) an American professional golfer who played on 
the PGA Tour during the 1970’s and 1980’s — My purpose in life is 
to know God and to pursue Him at any cost. 
AMEN!          

Shalom 
A fellow traveler 

, 

 

Continued from page 1 
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Wayne and D’Meris Musgrove 

Larry & Julie Bernard 

Kathy Bowles 

Helen Shoemaker 

Brad Miller Family 

Paula Haggard 

Luke and Megan Thimmes 
(continued prayers for health and 
healing) 

Our Country 

Those with COVID-19 

Frontline Workers 

Educators  

Dan and Tana Geist 

Wanda King 

 

Becky Marzolf 

Craig Morgan (Cancer—friend 
of the Haggards) 

Quincy Peters (Spina Bifida) 
(Cousin of Tatem Tietjens-Peters) 

Pastor Earl J. 
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This time of year, many churches will do “prayer walks” 
across the campuses of their schools to pray for them, and 
to show support for their schools. This year, we decided to 
pray for our schools during the month of August, focusing 
on every school in the Beloit and Waconda School districts 
each week.  Please take this page out of your newsletter 
and put it on your refrigerator—-with the monthly 
calendar right next to it— as a reminder to pray for our 

teachers, students, and staff.  
 
Beloit Elementary School—Father, I pray that each child knows 
their strength comes from You and that You give them the courage to 
face any obstacle they may face at school. I pray they know to come 
to you with their fears and anxiety and to trust you to watch over 
them and guide them throughout the day. Amen.  
 
Beloit Junior/Senior High—Father, I pray that each child knows 
their full worth and identity in You. I pray they truly know that they 
are fearfully and wonderfully made in your image and that nothing 
of this world can ever make them feel less than who You say they 
are. And when they begin feeling like they are less, they always 
remember that they are perfect in your eyes! In Jesus Name, Amen!  
 
Lakeside Elementary School—Father, I pray that each child is 
surrounded by the full armor of God as he or she walks through the 
doors of school each day. I pray that they are able to avoid danger in 
any form and that each day. Please keep them safe from harm and 
always bring them home at the end of each day. In Jesus Name, 
Amen.  
 
Lakeside Jr/Sr High—Father, I pray each child finds some form of 
joy as they come to school each day. And that they become 
passionate about something. It could be science, art, music, math, 
reading – anything. I just pray that each child is provided an 
environment that promotes and fosters a joyful and passionate 
outlook for each student.  
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The Twine-A-Thon is coming August 

19-20! Our annual festival of all 
things twine is nearly upon us, 

which means we need your help! We 

are doing a cake walk again this 
year, and will only be as successful 

as the baked 

goods we have! So put your 

chef’s hats on, and help out with 
baked goods! Contact Linda 

Clover for any questions or 

concerns.  

Mark your calendars for the Glen Elder 
150th Celebration! November 13, 
beginning at 10:50 with a special 

worship service, followed by a potluck 
dinner. If you know of people that need 
to be invited, please invite them! The 

office will be sending out letters to the 
former pastors inviting them, so if there 

is someone that you think needs a special 
invitation, please contact the office!!  
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 For the month of August, the Mitchell 

County Food Pantry is requesting 

donations of the following items most 

needed to restock our supplies: canned 

peas, canned mixed vegetables, dried pasta 

(no spaghetti at this time), boxed instant potatoes (all sizes), 

saltine crackers, detergent, cake mixes, fruit juice, canned 

spaghetti, saltine crackers, ramen noodles and various canned 

meats (no tuna at this time). You may drop them off at Ray’s 

Apple Market tub, at your church or at the food pantry on 

Tuesday’s from 9 to 11 am. Call Kathy at 785-738-8117 if you 

have a large donation and arrangements can be made for 

pickup/delivery.  

 

 

The Blessing of the 
Backpacks will take 
place on Sunday, 
August 14th during 
the church service. If 
you are affiliated 

with our schools in anyway: teacher, substitute, student, 
administrator, cook, para, secretary, coach, school board 
member, etc. ….please bring your bag or just yourself to 
be blessed. We want this to be a great year, and believe 
that we can assist by praying for you.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
National 

Girlfriends 
Day 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 
National 

Lighthouse 
Day 

8 9 
National 

Book  
Lovers Day 

10 
7 PM GE 

Ad Council  

11 12 13 

Interna-
tional Left 

Hander’s 
Day 

14 
Blessing of 

the  
Backpacks 

15 16 17 BMA 1 PM      19 20 

21 
DMA  

Community 
Picnic 

22 23 24 
7 PM CC 

Ad Council  

25 26 
National 
Dog Day  

27 

28 29 30 
DMA 9 AM  

31    
DMA—Downs Ministerial Alliance 
BMA—Beloit Ministerial Alliance  

Twine-A-Thon 
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The life of a farmer has never been an easy 
one. It has always demanded long hours, 
physical strain and a multitude of dangers 
and difficulties.  

These days, however, farmers are facing 
even more challenges, especially from 
rising costs as well as the heat and 

drought surging across the country. Is this a unique moment we’re 
living through? I don’t know, but it is a moment when prayer seems 
appropriate for farmers and their families, farms and communities.  

I hope you’ll join me in a litany for farmers— 

Continued on page 10 

https://www.guideposts.org/node/97799
https://www.guideposts.org/node/97799
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 Gracious God, Gentle Shepherd, Garden Planter, we come to You on be
 half of those who toil in farm and field, producing food for Your children 
 and feed for creatures around the world… 
  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 Lord, give crops and livestock the break they need from days and nights 
 of stifling heat, that they may recover and flourish… 
  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Steer the rainclouds in the right direction and send rain in the right 
 amounts, for some have too much, and some too little… 
   Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Protect farm workers from heat, exhaustion and injury… 
  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Protect livestock too—every chick and calf, every shoat and sheep, every 
 bird and beast in the barn… 
   Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Deliver farmers from the debt accrued from costly machinery and 
 shifting markets… 
   Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Save land and buildings, plants and animals from wildfire, erosion and 
 blight...  
  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Deliver them from the ravages of inflation; bring down the cost of seed, 
 feed, fertilizer, fuel and hay into reasonable ranges… 
  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Save farmers from the twin perils of low yield and depressed sale prices 
 that plunder their profits… 
   Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Chase from them the worry and panic that so easily besets and send 
 peace that passes understanding to their hearts and minds … 
    Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Protect, preserve and prosper their family relationships amid long hours 
 and stressful times...  
   Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Give them strength for their difficult task. Hear their prayers. Supply 
 their needs. Lift their heads and bring them to the end of each day’s work 
 with faith to keep on and hope for the future… 
  Lord, hear our prayer.   (www.guideposts.com) 

Continued from page 9 

https://www.guideposts.org/node/116451
https://www.guideposts.org/node/72524
https://www.guideposts.org/node/70492
https://www.guideposts.org/node/105351
https://www.guideposts.org/node/79673
https://www.guideposts.org/node/101503
https://www.guideposts.org/node/67836
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We recently received a letter from 

Philip. He and his family are doing 

well. His favorite school subject is math. 

He also colored us a couple of pictures. 

If you would like to write to Philip, 

Dana has supplies in which you can do 

so. This would be a great family, or 

small group activity. I know he would 

love to hear from us. Also, please don’t 

forget the basket at the back of the 

church for donations.  

The AUGUST collection for Operation Christmas 

Child is READY FOR SCHOOL!!! 

 

 Notebooks 
 Pens, pencils 

 Rulers 
 Solar Calculators 

 Erasers, pencil 
sharpeners 

 Compass/
Protractors 

 Paper clips 
 Scissors/hole punch 

 Water color paints 
(no liquid) 

 Glue sticks 
 Crayons 

 Coloring books/
doodle pads 

 Colored pencils  
 Stencils, stickers 

 Picture books 
 Easy Readers 
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Cawker City & Glen Elder UMC 
The Lakeside Messenger 
608 Lake Drive 
Cawker City, KS 67430 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Address return requested 

Cawker City—  
 website: www.wacondalakeumc.com 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/cawkercityumc 

 
Glen Elder—  
website: www.wacondalakeumc.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/glenelderunitedmethodistchurch 
 
 

Don’t forget to “like, share, and comment” 
on any social media posts that you see. That 

helps to get our information to the world! 

If you don’t have Facebook, information can be 
found on our  website, wacondalakeumc.com. 


