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The events of the last several weeks have been 
nothing short of unbearable. The shootings in 
Buffalo, NY; Uvalde, TX; and most recently, 

Tulsa, OK have become the norm. Everyday we turn on the news, 
or scroll through our Facebook feeds, and read of another tragedy. 
After the events at Uvalde, TX our United Methodist Council of 
Bishops offered a statement by Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, 
President of the Council of Bishops. While it is too long to read here, 
(www.umc.org/en/content/umc-bishops-call-for-action-to-stop-
mass-shootings), I offer part of what was said as my article this 
month.  

“My “statement” today is quite simple:  Let’s go on the offense.  If 
you are a pastor, weave our theology of a lived-out faith into 
sermons that challenge people to convert their fears, angers, racist 
tendencies, and complicit behaviors into a mobilized witness of the 
power of God to do far more than we could ever dream of or 
imagine,” Bishop Bickerton said. 

He called on the laity also: “If you are a lay person, determine today 
how you will take the faith you nurture each week in a pew to the 
streets, the places where you work, and the homes where you live. 
If you are a church body, don’t settle for just active shooter training. 
Determine that you will actively work to 
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Cawker City  

1—Amanda Schlaefli 
3—Marion Brown  
17—Skyler Wise 

Norah Wise 
18—Quentin Schlaefli 
19—Kay Thompson  

24—Jake Wise  
 

Anniversaries 

3—Jim & Kathy Hughes 

5—Justin & Robin 
Wilson  

11—Ron &Toni Schlaefli 

Glen Elder 

1—Di Porter 
5—Shasta Weatherman 

7—Kinley Porter 
8—Janelle Pearl  

9—Denise Jackson 
10—Briley Dean  

15—Shirley McPeak 
16—Monte Jackson  

17—Tony King 
Dawn Porter 

18—Steve Jermark 
22—Kendra True 

Art Duerksen 
28—Jerica King 

30—Josh Jackson 

Glen Elder 

Anniversaries 

1—Shandee & Jarrett Stanton 
Shauna & Creighton Remus 

7—Kim & Kay Gaston  
9—Rhonda & Curt Farwell 

Jack & Cindy Clausen 
12—Jim & Denise Jackson 

14—Ashley & Dana Clausen 
 
 

A few friendly reminders from the church office— 
 
1. We have entered into summer season. The church is still open and 

relies on your tithes and offerings to continue to run smoothly. If you 
are gone, you can go online (GE) and give your offering, or you can 
mail it in, or drop it by the church office.  

2. When you go on vacation, should you attend church—please 
remember to bring back a bulletin. Not so we can see you went to 

church, but because the Pastor loves to look at church bulletins!! 
3. As always, be safe and have a fun and enjoyable summer! 
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transform lives from violence to peace, elect officials that will not 
settle for inaction, and inject communities with the grace and love of 
Christ that will alter the course of our current behaviors.” 

Writing on behalf of the COB, Bishop Bickerton said he refuses to 
see this period of our lives as a permanent time of disarray. 
“Instead, I choose to see this an interim time, a time that will not 
remain as it is, a time that will not be the standard upon which we 
experience the life we have been blessed to live. As United 
Methodists we embrace a gospel and a mission that we state has the 
power to transform the world.” 

The call today is for every United Methodist Christian to go on the 
offense, stating what we believe the power of God can do in our 
midst, opening ourselves to power of God at work within us, and 
doing whatever we can to alter the current course of behavior once 
and for all.”  

Something to think about in the next few days, weeks and months. 
Continue to pray for these communities, for their loved ones, the 
first responders, and everyone else who has been affected by these 
tragedies. I leave you with words of Scripture, Jeremiah 9:1-2 (MSG) 

I wish my head were a well of water 
    and my eyes fountains of tears 

So I could weep day and night 
    for casualties among my dear, dear people.  

     A fellow traveler— Pastor Earl J.  

Continued from page 1 
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Wayne and D’Meris Musgrove 

Larry & Julie Bernard 

Kathy Bowles 

Helen Shoemaker 

Brad Miller Family 

Paula Haggard 

Luke and Megan Thimmes 
(continued prayers for health and 
healing) 

Our Country 

Those with COVID-19 

Frontline Workers 

Educators  

Dan and Tana Geist 

Wanda King 

 

Becky Marzolf—fell and broke 
hip, surgery to repair 

Craig Morgan (Cancer—friend 
of the Haggards) 

Quincy Peters (Spina Bifida) 
(Cousin of Tatem Tietjens-Peters) 

Uvalde, Texas Elementary school 
shooting 

Buffalo, NY Supermarket 
shooting 

T            ulsa, OK Hospital 
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WE NEED YOU!!!!!! 

 
We are looking for  volunteers at our Glen Elder 

Church! 
If you are able to be a substitute liturgist; to fill in 
at the sound system (doing very basic work); or to 

run the video camera, we need you! Sometimes 
things happen, and we need an extra hand. If you are able/and or 

willing to do this, please let Pastor Earl or Hannah know.  
 

I love the story about the United Methodist 
pastor who always started each service off with 
the phrase, “The Lord be with you.” The people 

then responded, “And also with you.” 

However, one Sunday the sound system wasn't 

working very well. The Pastor stepped up to the 

pulpit and said, “There's something wrong with 

this microphone.”  

The people responded, “And also with you!” 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  National 

Say Some-
thing Nice 

Day  

2 3 
National 
Egg Day  

4 
Belmont 
Stakes 

5 6 
D-Day 

7 8 
 
7 PM GE 
Ad Council  

9 10 
 
National Iced 

Tea Day 

11 

12 
Trinity 
Sunday 

13 
National 
Sewing  

Machine 
Day 

14 
Flag Day 

15 16 17 18 

 20 21 
National 
Selfie Day 

22 
 
7 PM CC Ad 
Council  

23 
1 PM BMA 
 
National 
Pink Day  

24 
Take your 

dog to 
work day 

25 

26 27 
National 

Bingo 
Day  

28 
9:00 AM 

DMA 

29 30 
National 

Work From 
Home Day  

  

DMA—Downs Ministerial Alliance 
BMA—Beloit Ministerial Alliance  

Annual Conference—Omaha, Nebraska 

Vacation Bible School 
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 Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated 
commemoration of the ending of slavery in the 
United States. From its Galveston, Texas origin 
in 1865, the observance of June 19th as the 
African American Emancipation Day has 
spread across the United States and beyond. 
Today Juneteenth commemorates African American freedom 
and emphasizes education and achievement. It is a day, a week, 
and in some areas a month marked with celebrations, guest 
speakers, picnics and family gatherings. It is a time for reflection 
and rejoicing. It is a time for assessment, self-improvement and 
for planning the future. Its growing popularity signifies a level of 
maturity and dignity in America long over due. In cities across 
the country, people of all races, nationalities and religions are 
joining hands to truthfully acknowledge a period in our history 
that shaped and continues to influence our society today. 
Sensitized to the conditions and experiences of others, only then 
can we make significant and lasting improvements in our society.  

June 15th is a special day for Pastor Earl J. 36 
years ago, at the Highland Avenue United 
Brethren Church in Chanute, KS, he was 
ordained into full time Christian ministry. 
Paula and Hannah were with him as Bishop 
Clarence Kopp presided over the ordination 
service. He remained in the United Brethren 
Church until 1999 when he was received into 
the United Methodist Church as a Probationary 
Elder. In 2012, after 6 years of seminary, 

countless interviews, and many papers written, he was received into 
the United Methodist Church as a Full Elder, with all the rights and 
privileges that entails.   
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A Few Tidbits of  info on Father’s Day 

The campaign to celebrate the nation’s fathers did not meet 
with the same enthusiasm–perhaps because, as one florist 
explained, “fathers haven’t the same sentimental appeal that 
mothers have.” 

On July 5, 1908, a West Virginia church sponsored the 
nation’s first event explicitly in honor of  fathers, a Sunday sermon in 
memory of  the 362 men who had died in the previous December’s 
explosions at the Fairmont Coal Company mines in Monongah, but it was 
a one-time commemoration and not an annual holiday. 

The next year, a Spokane, Washington, woman named Sonora Smart Dodd, 
one of  six children raised by a widower, tried to establish an official 
equivalent to Mother’s Day for male parents. She went to local churches, 
the YMCA, shopkeepers and government officials to drum up support for 
her idea, and she was successful: Washington State celebrated the nation’s 
first statewide Father’s Day on June 19, 1910. 

Slowly, the holiday spread. In 1916, President Wilson honored the day by 
using telegraph signals to unfurl a flag in Spokane when he pressed a 
button in Washington, D.C. In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge urged state 
governments to observe Father’s Day. Today, the day honoring fathers is 
celebrated in the United States on the third Sunday of  June. 

When World War II began, advertisers began to argue that celebrating 
Father’s Day was a way to honor American troops and support the war 
effort. By the end of  the war, Father’s Day may not have been a federal 
holiday, but it was a national institution. 

In 1972, in the middle of  a hard-fought presidential re-election 
campaign, Richard Nixon signed a proclamation making Father’s Day a 
federal holiday at last. Today, economists estimate that Americans spend 
more than $1 billion each year on Father’s Day gifts.. (www.history.com) 

https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/virginia
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/washington
https://www.history.com/topics/mexico/sonora
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/washington-dc
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/calvin-coolidge
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/richard-m-nixon
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How Does ‘Law & Order’ Bear a 

Resemblance to the Bible?  
 

By: Edward Grinnan (www.guideposts.com) 

 My wife is a seductress. No, not that. 
Don’t go there! I’m talking about something 
else—specifically, perpetual reruns of the long-

running TV drama Law & Order.  

It is on almost constantly, usually in a “marathon” format where you have 
a dozen episodes back-to-back. I’ve teased Julee for years about her 
addiction to this show since she’s seen every episode multiple times.  

The other night I happened to wander past the TV—the show was on, of 
course—when I noticed one of the guest spots was being played by an 
actor I went to school with. I sat down next to Julee and watched the 
show. I mean, I had a good excuse. Since the network deviously runs the 
end of the last episode into the opening of the next sans a commercial 
break, I innocently continued watching. I stayed for a third. Julee nudged 
me. “See, I knew I could get you addicted.” 

Because it is on constantly, apparently all over the world, I couldn’t help 
pondering the secret of the show’s success. There’s no religion in it but 
there is something religious about it. Creator Dick Wolf understood that 
audiences loved cop shows, and they also loved courtroom dramas. So, 
he put the two together. Typically, the first half of an episode is the 
pursuit and arrest of an alleged perp, and the second half is the trial. 
Usually, though not always, justice is done, though sometimes in a 
nuanced and not entirely satisfying fashion. Life, even on TV, is messy. 

I concluded Law & Order bears a resemblance to the Bible. Bear with me. 
The Old Testament establishes the strictures of Judeo-Christian life most 

https://www.guideposts.org/node/97787
https://www.guideposts.org/node/97787
https://www.guideposts.org/node/106243
https://www.guideposts.org/node/108275
https://www.guideposts.org/node/40213
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notably through the Ten Commandments to say nothing of Leviticus 
and Proverbs. These are the rules the faithful are held to and the 
penalties imposed when they are defied. In other words, when crimes 
are committed.  

The New Testament is all about justice and mercy, the recognition and 
forgiveness of sin through redemption. We are all sinners—
lawbreakers—but Jesus forgives our sins if we repent. He is both our 
judge and our redeemer. We are held accountable but at the same time 
life eternal is revealed.  

All right, maybe I am rationalizing my newfound addiction now that 
Julee has seduced me into watching Law & Order reruns with her. But I 
think people are yearning for justice and mercy in this troubled world of 
ours. They crave both law and order but tempered by mercy and 
understanding and redemption. I want that, and I imagine you do too.    

I have the Yankees game—don’t hate me—muted in the background as I 
write this, but maybe I should just check if Law & Order is on. How ‘bout 
you? 

→ Canned peas,  canned mixed 
vegetables, dried pasta (other 
than spaghetti), boxed instant 
potatoes (all sizes), saltine 

crackers, Jiffy muffin mix.  

 

You may drop them off at the Ray’s Apple Market 

Tub, or at the food pantry on Tuesdays when we are 

open.  

https://www.guideposts.org/node/40723
https://www.guideposts.org/node/79849
https://www.guideposts.org/node/79849
https://www.guideposts.org/node/104323
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As a reminder, there is a basket at the back of the church for 

your donations for Philip. His sponsorship is $38 per month. We  

figured out that if everyone who attended church on Sunday, 

would donate $1 each, or even $1.50 each, we would easily have 

his sponsorship covered.  

 

Please help us continue to sponsor this 

little boy.   

 

 

The June collection for Operation Christmas Child 

is focused on Girly Girls!  

 
• Craft and bead kits 

• Pipe cleaners 

• Baby dolls 

• Barbie dolls 

• Jewelry 

• Purses and small tote bags 

• Items for sewing kits: pins, needles, safety pins, 

tape measures, thread, scissors 

• Little people and animal play sets 

• Play Dishes for a tea party 
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Cawker City & Glen Elder UMC 
The Lakeside Messenger 
608 Lake Drive 
Cawker City, KS 67430 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Address return requested 

Cawker City—  
 website: www.wacondalakeumc.com 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/cawkercityumc 

 
Glen Elder—  
website: www.wacondalakeumc.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/glenelderunitedmethodistchurch 
 
 

Don’t forget to “like, share, and comment” on any social media posts 
that you see. That helps to get our information to 
the world! 

If you don’t have Facebook, information can be 
found on our  website, wacondalakeumc.com. 


