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I am issuing you a challenge this year for Lent. I challenge you to 
use the quote and the following piece as a springboard for your 
devotions. I suggest you read them each day. One suggestion is 
to use one in the morning and the other one in the evening. 
Read, meditate, make journal entries into what God is saying. To 
You.  Be quiet and just listen. When you are done try to 

incorporate what you have learned into your life. Expect the Holy Spirit to speak 
to you this year…but not just listen let us also become doers. 
 
“Lent is a time for discipline, for confession, for honesty, not because God is 
mean or fault-finding or finger-pointing but because he wants us to know the joy 
of being cleaned out, ready for all the good things he now has in store.” 

N.T. Wright,  
Lent for Everyone,  

Westminster John Knox Press. 
 
Not long ago, just as the season of Lent had got underway, a friend complained 
to me, "I know it’s Lent, but where’s the joy?" It is easy to understand why Lent 
is often misunderstood as a period of savage and destructive negativity. Doesn’t 
it encourage a despairing view of life "full of sound and fury"? 
It begins, after all, with Ash Wednesday and the grim reminder that we are dust 
and to dust we shall return. This is hardly the prelude to a party! Nevertheless, 
reminders of our mortality are salutary. Understood in the context of a life of 
faith, they prepare us for a celebration. Lent is about getting ready for a banquet, 
about preparing for a wild party. 
While there can be a great deal of fun in a spur-of-the-moment party, the 
preparation for a great banquet takes a lot of time and effort. Getting ourselves 
ready for this particular wild celebration demands our being willing to be probed 
by hard questions about the meaning of our longing. This particular party 
requires that we bring with us, especially our passion 
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Cawker City  

13—Frank Porter 
20—Toni Schlaefli 
31—Morgan Wise 

 

Anniversaries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glen Elder 

1—Bennett Clausen 

Rachel Avery 

6—Rod Ahlvers 

7—Cole Eberle 

8—Shauna Remus 

11—Wanda King 

16—John Porter 

17—Colin Ahlvers 

18—Shaila Ritz 

20—Brecken Boudreaux 

24—Chase and Brady 
Marzolf 

29—Jenny Russell 

The Downs Ministerial 
Association will be doing 
virtual Lenten services 
through the season of 
Lent. They will be starting 
on Ash Wednesday at 

noon. You can go to https://
www.facebook.com/DownsMAFB  
and watch every Wednesday at noon. You 
do not have to have a Facebook account to 
view these services. Simply click on the X 
when it says to login and it will take you 
there.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Glen Elder 

Anniversaries 

5—Jerica and Tony King 
15—Dan and Tana Geist 
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and our need. 
 
We live in an age when everything has to be palatable and easily digestible. Hard 
questions and tough decisions have to be reduced to the-consistency of cream of 
wheat. We have neither the stomach nor the teeth for solid food. Lent, however, 
is a time when real meat is served to feed the mind as well as the soul. There 
used to be a steak house in New York that displayed a sign: "If you find our 
steaks tough, then quit. We don’t want weaklings here!" Lent is a serious time 
and, if the moment is right, it can present us with life and death issues. It isn’t, 
however, meant to be a grim time. It is an opportunity for truth-telling, for our 
discovering the true grounds of joy and hope. 

Alan Jones,  
Passion for Pilgrimage:  

Notes for our Journey Home,  
Harper San Francisco, 1995. 

 

I expect God to do miraculous things this year. Why not join me? 
Shalom, 

Pastor Earl J.     

**************************** 

 

Continued from page 1 

Sunday, March 

13th, don’t forget 
to set your clocks     

forward!   

 
We would hate for you to be 

late to church! 
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Wayne and D’Meris Musgrove 

Larry & Julie Bernard 

Nancy Bowles 

Kathy Bowles 

Helen Shoemaker 

Brad Miller Family 

Paula Haggard 

Luke and Megan Thimmes (ongoing 
health issues—friends of the          
Haggards) 

Our Country 

Those with COVID-19 

Frontline Workers 

Educators  

Our Young People in School  

Dan and Tana Geist 

Wanda King 

Becky Marzolf 

Tim Hall (cancer) 

Nathan Stanton (ALS, Great Plains 
Director of Congregational                 
   Excellence) 

Shawna Wiley (niece of Pastor 
Earl, finally home from hospital) 

Joshua Hollerich (accident) 
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1. It’s March—Happy New Year, ancient Romans! 

 Welcome to the third month of the year—or, if you 
were born before 150 B.C., the first! According to the oldest 
Roman calendars, one year was ten months long, beginning in 
March and ending in December. It may sound crazy, but you 
can still see traces of this old month-naming system in our 
modern calendar: because December was the tenth month, it 

was named for the number ten in Latin (decem), just like September was named for 
seven (septem). So, what about January and February? They were just two nameless 
months called “winter,” proving that winter is literally so awful it doesn’t even 
deserve a spot on the calendar.  

2. It’s the best month for basketball (but worst for productivity) 

 For civilians, on the other hand, March is known for one thing above all 
others: brackets. March Madness, as the NCAA calls it, runs from March 13 to 
April 4 this year. According to USA Today, unproductive workers cost their 
employers $4 billion in 2019, paid to employees spending company time on 
betting pool priorities. Suffice it to say, March is not a productive month.  

3. It’s also the best month for vasectomies 

 March Madness is a cherished time to reacquaint oneself with the couch, 
especially during the early tournament days when dozens of games unfold 
consecutively. In other words, it’s the perfect week to recover from a vasectomy! 
According to Live Science, the number of vasectomies surges by 50 percent during 
the first week of March Madness. Why? Patients typically need “at least a day with 
ice” to keep swelling down, urologist Stephen Jones, MD told Fox News, “So if 
they’re going to spend a whole day doing nothing, it’s not hard to figure out that 
they’d want to do it on a day they’d like to be sitting in front of the television.”  

4. March was named for war—and lives up to its title 

 So, if so many months were named for their Latin numbers, why wasn’t 
March called… unumber? Firstly, because that sounds ridiculous, and secondly, 
because the Roman gods had dibs on it. March was actually named for the 

Continued on page 7 

https://www.rd.com/list/how-months-are-named/
https://www.rd.com/list/how-to-clean-couch/


6 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 
 

3 
Beloit 
Clergy 
Mtg 

(Zoom) 

4 
 

5 

6 
Confirmation  

2pm  

7 8 9 
GE Ad 
Council  
7 PM  

10 
Popcorn 
Lover’s 

Day 

11 12 
Girl Scouts 

Day 

13 14 
National  
Pi (e) Day 

15 
Ides of 
March 

16 17 
 

18 19 
National 
Quilting 

Day 

20 21 22 
National 
Goof Off 

Day 

23 
National 

Puppy Day  

24 25 26 

27 
Confirmation  

2pm  

28 29 
 

30 
CC Ad 
Council  
7 PM  

31   

Beloit USD #273 & Waconda USD #272 
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Latin Martius—aka Mars, the Roman god of war and a mythical ancestor of 
the Roman people via his wolf-suckling sons, Romulus and Remus. With the 
winter frosts melting and the ground becoming fertile for harvest again in the 
Northern hemisphere, March was historically the perfect month for both 
farmers to resume farming, and warriors to resume warring. Incidentally, the 
Pentagon still seems to agree with this Roman tradition: with the exception 
of the recent war in Afghanistan, almost all major U.S.-NATO led military 
operations since the invasion of        Vietnam have begun in the month of 
March. To name a few: Vietnam (initiated March 8, 1965), Iraq (March 20, 
2003), and Libya (March 19, 2011) all follow the trend. 

5. Beware The Ides of March (unless you’re a cat) 

 We’ve all heard it uttered, but what does “beware the Ides of March”   
actually mean? On the Roman calendar, the midpoint of every month was 
known as the Ides. The Ides of March fell on March 15th. This day was         
supposed to correlate with the first full moon of the year (remember, winter 
didn’t count then) and marked by religious ceremonies, but thanks to 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar we know it for another reason. Supposedly, in 44 
BC, a seer told Julius Caesar that his downfall would come no later than the 
Ides of March. Caesar ignored him, and when the fated day rolled around he 
joked with the seer, “The Ides of March have come.” The seer replied, “aye, 
Caesar; but not gone.” Caesar continued on to a senate meeting at the 
Theatre of Pompey and was summarily murdered by as many as 60 
conspirators. Ironically, the spot where Caesar was assassinated is protected 
in today’s Rome as a no-kill cat sanctuary. So, if someone tells you “beware 
the Ides of March,” they are probably just being a jerk or letting you know 
they’ve read Shakespeare.  

Need more reasons to love March? Here’s the proof! 

6. March 1: As the saying goes, March comes “in like a lion, out like a lamb.” 
That was certainly true on March 1st, 2007 when a detachment of 170 Swiss 
infantrymen accidentally invaded neighboring Liechtenstein when they got 
lost on a training mission. Luckily, after explaining the mistake to 

https://www.rd.com/list/pentagon-facts/
https://www.rd.com/list/pentagon-facts/
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Liechtenstein, the Swiss army was given directions and returned home safely. 

7. March 2: NASA astronaut Scott Kelly returned to Earth after nearly one full 
year on the International Space Station, setting a new record for the longest 
uninterrupted trip to space. 

8. March 5: Thirsty bros observe Cinco De Marcho, initiating a 12-day drinking 
regimen for anyone who wishes to “train one’s liver for the closing ceremonies 
on St. Patrick’s Day.”  

9. March 6: The Day of The Dude encourages participants to honor The Big 
Lebowski by takin’ ‘er easy all day, man, and maybe buying a new rug—it’ll really 
tie the room together. 

10. March 14: Daylight saving time begins, freeing American city-dwellers from 
the constant refrain of “it’s dark before I even leave work.”  

11. March 14, again: Pi Day celebrates the annual occurrence of 3/14 
with math jokes, pi-reciting competitions, and (of course) freshly baked pie. 

12. March 17: St. Patrick’s Day turns the Chicago River green, among other 
festivities.  And on this day in 1973, Pink Floyd’s “Dark Side of The Moon” 
first hits the Billboard Top 200 chart at number 95. A mere 14 years later (736 
chart weeks, to be exact), it finally leaves the top 200 for the first time, setting a 
still-unbroken world record. (You’ve got a long way to go, Adele.) 

13. March 20: The sun shines on the equator for the Vernal Equinox, giving us 
a near 50-50 split of day and night. 

14. March 21: The day Twitter was founded. Founder Jack Dorsey inaugurated 
the social media site with its profound first tweet: “just setting up my twttr.” We 
can’t believe he spelled it that way either! 

Sources:USA Today: LegalSportsReport.com: LiveScience.com: Fox News: 
World History Encyclopaedia: GlobalResearch.ca: “Atlas Obscura: 
Billboard: 

https://www.rd.com/list/corny-math-jokes-pi-day/
https://www.rd.com/list/ways-to-celebrate-pi-day/
https://www.rd.com/list/st-patricks-day-facts/
https://www.rd.com/list/spring-equinox-zodiac/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2019/03/22/march-madness-2019-office-pools-watching-live-costs-productivity/3243893002/
https://www.legalsportsreport.com/march-madness/
https://www.livescience.com/65116-march-madness-vasectomy-season.html
https://www.foxnews.com/health/doctor-vasectomies-spike-by-50-percent-during-march-madness
https://www.ancient.eu/Romulus_and_Remus/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/the-pentagons-ides-of-march-best-month-to-go-to-war/5326464
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/torre-argentina-roman-cat-sanctuary
https://www.billboard.com/articles/news/58524/floyds-dark-side-celebrates-chart-milestone
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Does Your Prayer Life Need 

Some Spark?  

3 Ways to Refresh It 

Sometimes prayer is boring. 

There. I said it. Are you shocked? I’m just being 
honest here. And if you’re honest, you’ll probably agree. As lofty and 
magnificent as it is to pray to the God of the universe, if we do it 
often enough, sometimes our prayer times can grow a little, 
well, stale. 

Several years ago, during a season of unemployment, my husband, 
David, and I started walking together in the mornings. In all our 30-
plus years of marriage, we’ve never had schedules that allowed time 
to exercise together, but for three months we walked for an hour 
every morning. While we walked, we prayed. 

After a few weeks, I noticed we were praying the same prayers, in the 
same order, for the same people, day after day. I knew repetition was 
necessary, but boredom was not. We put our heads together and 
brainstormed ways to infuse new life and joy into our times of 
intercession. Whether you pray regularly with a partner or alone, 
these three practices can help jazz up your prayer time. 

1)  Use the alphabet to praise God. 

David and I began most of our prayer times by praising God. 
Reminding ourselves of who God is reminds us that He is quite 
capable of answering our prayers and working on our behalf. Using 
the alphabet, we listed a character quality or attribute of God for 
every letter (X is tough). Then we turned each attribute into 
something for which to praise Him. 

Continued on page 10 

https://www.guideposts.org/node/97771
https://www.guideposts.org/node/97771
https://www.guideposts.org/node/104579
https://www.guideposts.org/node/102367
https://www.guideposts.org/node/102367
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The psalmist prayed, “My mouth is filled with your praise, 
declaring your splendor all day long” (Psalm 71:8). 

2)  Use the alphabet to pray for people. 

Like chronicling the attributes of God with the ABCs, praying for 
people using the alphabet can also take your prayer time in a 
fresh new direction. Use the sequence of letters to prompt you 
to pray for a person whose name (first or last) begins with that 
letter. 

3)  Pray for people for whom you don’t regularly pray. 

The only rule for this prayer approach is that you can’t have 
prayed for the person recently. Ask God to bring people to 
mind, and then pray for them as the Spirit leads you. When my 
husband and I pray this way, we’re always amazed at the people 
who pop into our minds— friends we went to church with 20 
years ago, other people’s children, even patients of mine (from 
my work as a dental hygienist). 

Trusting that the Lord knows these people need special prayer, 
we lift each one to the Lord. We’ll probably never know how God 
used our prayers, but we can be confident that He took note of 
them and answered their needs appropriately. 

God calls us to prayerful persistence, and often such repetition 
can be a little dull. Thinking creatively and mixing up our routine 
every now and then can renew our enthusiasm. If your prayer 
life needs a spark, try one of these ideas or brainstorm one of 
your own. 

 

Adapted from Refresh Your Prayers, Uncommon Devotions to 
Restore Power and Praise by Lori Hatcher 

 

Continued from page 9 

https://www.guideposts.org/node/105747
https://www.guideposts.org/node/105747
https://www.guideposts.org/node/80266
https://www.guideposts.org/node/80266
https://www.guideposts.org/node/95375
https://lorihatcher.com/?page_id=569
https://lorihatcher.com/?page_id=569
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This spring, we don’t know the exact date 

of his birthday, Philip will turn 7! What a 

huge and fun age for him. We have 

pledged $15 as a birthday gift for him. If 

you would like to write to him or send him 

a birthday card, you may do so, just     

contact Dana for more information. As a 

reminder, there is a basket at the back of 

the church for your donations for Philip. 

His sponsorship is $38 per month. We  fig-

ured out that if everyone who attended 

church on Sunday, would donate $1 each, 

or even $1.50 each, we would easily have his sponsorship cov-

ered.  

 

Please help us continue to sponsor this little boy.   

The March collection for Operation Christmas Child is things for 

“All Dressed Up” 

 t-shirts 

 Pants and shorts 

 Dresses and skirts 

 Hats (Any style) 

 Scarves, gloves, mittens 

 Socks, shoes, flip flops 

 Bandanas, sunglasses 

 Rain ponchos 

 Shoelaces 

 Silly dress-up (Animal masks, superhero capes, tiaras, etc.) 
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Cawker City & Glen Elder UMC 
The Lakeside Messenger 

608 Lake Drive 
Cawker City, KS 67430 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Address return requested 

Cawker City—  
 website: www.wacondalakeumc.com 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/cawkercityumc 

 
Glen Elder—  
website: www.wacondalakeumc.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/glenelderunitedmethodistchurch 
 
 

Don’t forget to “like, share, and comment” on any 
social media posts that you see. That helps to get our 
information to the world! 

If you don’t have Facebook, information can be 
found on our  website, wacondalakeumc.com. 


