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 Love. It’s on everyone’s mind come February. 
What do I get for my spouse for Valentine’s Day? Do I 
break the bank, or go frugal? What if I don’t send flowers 
this year? What if I buy my wife cashews, only to be 
reminded that it’s HER mother that loves cashews, not 
her? Just because everyone else is caught up on the 

romantic love, doesn’t mean we have to be.  
 
As most of you know, or have figured out, C.S. Lewis is one of my 
favorite authors, and he wrote a book, “The Four Loves”, delving into 
the four different types of love that are mentioned in the Bible. Take a 
look at what he has to say. I leave you with this to think about.  
 

1. Storgē 
This type of love is the one that can be described as the bond of 
empathy through fondness, family ties, and familiarity. It is the 
kind of natural love that forms between people. Even the pagan 
and the natural man have this love.  
 
2. Philíos 
Also known as brotherly love, it is the affection between true 
friends, formed outside of biological friendships. A Biblical 
example is the friendship between Jonathan and David. It is a 
meeting of the minds, and - because it comes from no pre-
supposed attachment - the most unnatural bond, in Lewis’ 
opinion. 
 
3. Erōs 
This love is of a romantic nature, but it is more than mere lustful 
attraction. Instead, this love manifests as being in love with one’s 
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Cawker City  

3—Annaliese Bland 
9—Pastor Earl J. 
12—Linda Clover 

17—John Schlaefli  
Hadley Bland 

22—Jan Cornely 
 

Anniversaries 

 

 

 

 

Glen Elder 

8—Dusty Porter 
9—Pastor Earl J. 

14—Hudson Remus 
15—Peyton Remus 
17—Shandee Porter 

21—Kim Gaston 
Norma Ahlvers 

Anita Remus 
23—Tatem Tietjens 

(The Big 18) 
 

Anniversaries 

 

PASTOR EARL’S BIRTHDAY CARROT CAKE  

Cake  

2 c. flour 2 tsp. baking soda ½ tsp. salt 2 c. sugar 1 1/2 c. Wes-
son oil 4 eggs 3 c. raw carrots, grated (We use 4 c. for extra 
moist cake)  

Mix ingredients for cake well and pour into a greased and 
floured cake (bundt) pan. Bake at 350° for 40 minutes.  

Icing 1 (8 oz.) pkg cream cheese 1 box powdered sugar 1/2 c. 
butter 2 tsp. vanilla 1 c. pecans  

Mix ingredients for frosting together and frost cooled cake. 
Place pecan halves around the top of the cake when iced.  
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spouse. It is the act of picking a partner and committing to that 
one individual in the covenant of marriage as ordained by God.  

4. Agápē 
Considered the greatest of the four loves, it is the love called 
charity. It exists regardless of circumstances and is selfless. It is 
the highest Christian virtue.   
 

 Agape love is our chief aim, the unconditional love of the Father 
given to us through his Son. Affection, friendship and romantic love are 
each the training ground for charity to grow. It’s also a rival to the 
three. There is no safe investment. To love at all is to be vulnerable. 
Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly be 
broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give 
your heart to no one, not even to an animal. Wrap it carefully round 
with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe 
in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket—safe, dark, 
motionless, airless—it will change. It will not be broken; it will become 
unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. The alternative to tragedy, 
or at least to the risk of tragedy, is damnation. The only place outside 
Heaven where you can be perfectly safe from all the dangers and 
perturbations of love is Hell. 

If we think that perhaps love is not worth the sorrow and pain, then we 
are more pagan than Christian. Though the fall has invited such 
selfishness to linger heavy in our culture, ours is the Gospel charge – to 
go to the nth degree to love those who are broken, not for some vague 
humanitarian effort, but to make disciples of all nations, “baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you” (Matthew 28:19-20). Let us ask God to awaken such an 
abandoned and reckless love to come alive in us.   
 

        A fellow traveler,  
        Pastor Earl J.  

Continued from page 1 

https://www.crosswalk.com/family/marriage/
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Wayne and D’Meris Musgrove 

Larry & Julie Bernard 

Nancy Bowles 

Kathy Bowles 

Helen Shoemaker 

Brad Miller Family 

Paula Haggard 

Luke and Megan Thimmes (ongoing 
health issues—friends of the          
Haggards) 

Our Country 

Those with COVID-19 

Frontline Workers 

Educators  

Our Young People in School  

Dan and Tana Geist 

Wanda King 

Becky Marzolf 

Tim Hall (cancer) 

Nathan Stanton (ALS, Great Plains 
Director of Congregational                 
   Excellence) 

The Family of Dave Rager 
(Pastor Earl’s cousin who passed 
with COVID) 

Shawna Wiley (niece of Pastor 
Earl, with COVID) 

Mike and Jenny Kincheloe 
(Health concerns) 

Joshua Hollerich (accident) 

The Family of Jean Richardson 

 



5 

By: Terrie Chappel 

 February is the month for expressing love. I am glad 
there is one day set aside on our calendar to let others know 
how much they mean to us; yet does expressing our love have 
to be a “one day” event? The quality of our relationships is 

certainly not defined by the events of a single day! Valentine’s Day should just 
be one of the many special days of the year that we focus on communicating 
Christ’s love to others. 

So this year instead of expressing our love to our family and friends on just 
Valentine’s Day, lets commit to expressing our love on a more consistent basis. 
I recently read a touching story of one man’s daily expression of love: 

Some of you probably remember the comedian Jack Kublesky. He was from 
Waukegan, Illinois and passed away years ago. His professional name was 
Jack Benny. When Jack was a young man, he was working in the same studio 
as a young lady he wanted to date. He thought she was beautiful, but he was 
too shy and embarrassed to ask her out. He couldn’t get up the courage or the 
nerve so he started sending a single, red rose to her desk with no note at-
tached to the rose. 

Every day she received the red rose. Finally one day, she asked the delivery 
man who was sending her the roses. He said a guy named Jack who worked 
in the same studio. She found out who he was. Finally they began talking and 
Jack asked her out for a date. She thought that after they started dating the 

roses would stop. But they didn’t. They kept coming…a single rose every day. 

They were engaged and she thought the roses would stop. But they didn’t 
stop. They even kept coming after they were married. Every day a single rose 
would show up for Mrs. Benny. 

After five years, and ten years, and decades later a single red rose continued 
Continued on page 7 
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Here are some interesting facts 

about the hippopotamus: 

 They secrete an oily red sub-

stance on their skin, which acts as 

sunblock and a moisturizer. 

 Hippos spend up to 16 hours a day submerged in water but have 

to come up every 5 minutes for air. 

 Mother hippos give birth to their babies in the water. 

 Baby hippos weigh about 100 pounds. 

 Female hippos give birth to one calf every two years. 

 Even though hippos don’t look fast, they can run up to 19 mph. 

 Hippos consume nearly 150 pounds of grass in a 4 to 5 hour 

grazing period. 

Hippos are the most aggressive animals in the world and kill 500 

humans a year. 

Famous hippos—Fiona! 

Fiona is famous for surviving!  She was born 6 weeks before she 

was due and was too small to stand and nurse from her mom, 

Bibi.  The Zoo’s care team had to step in and figure out how to 

feed her, what to feed her, how to keep her warm, and how to man-

age critical care 24/7 while juggling other daily responsibilities.  It 

took a village, but #TeamFiona did it!  And, by sharing her ups and 

downs with the world (every day for almost two years), she became 

a beloved symbol of hope and a source of inspiration for millions 

of people. Fiona has been used to predict the result of the Super 

https://cincinnatizoo.org/news-releases/hippo-baby-arrives-six-weeks-early-cincinnati-zoo-staff-providing-critical-care-for-premature-calf/
https://cincinnatizoo.org/news-releases/hippo-baby-arrives-six-weeks-early-cincinnati-zoo-staff-providing-critical-care-for-premature-calf/
https://cincinnatizoo.org/news-releases/hippo-baby-arrives-six-weeks-early-cincinnati-zoo-staff-providing-critical-care-for-premature-calf/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Bowl
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Bowl each year since her birth, by choosing between enrichment 

items with the two teams' emblems. She chose the winning team 

in 2018, chose wrong in 2019, and in 2020 vomited on the item 

representing the Kansas City Chiefs. (The editor of The Lakeside 

Messenger found humour in that, which is why she shared it.) 

to show up. Jack Benny died. The day after the funeral, a single rose 
showed up for Mrs. Benny. After several days Mrs. Benny went to the flo-
rist and said, “I don’t know if you realize this or not, but Mr. Benny passed 
away. I know it is kind of you, but you don’t need to do this any longer.” 
The florist responded, “Mrs. Benny, you don’t understand. Jack made pro-
visions years ago to provide you a single red rose every day you are alive.” 

This story challenged me to communicate my love more consistently!      
Perhaps you, too, need to express your love more often. Here are a few 
ideas to help get us started: 

 Celebrate the 14th of each month as Valentine’s Day. 
 Buy extra Valentine’s Day cards and send them on a no special occasion 

day. 
 Email someone special Bible verses that show love. 
 Bake heart-shaped cookies in August! 
 Leave ‘heart shaped’ notes in inconspicuous places for your loved one 

to find. 
 Have a “Child of the Week.” 

“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.”—1 John 4:7 

Continued from page 5 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Bowl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Behavioral_enrichment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Behavioral_enrichment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Bowl_LII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Bowl_LIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Bowl_LIV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas_City_Chiefs
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3    10 AM  

Clergy 

Consultation 

*National  

Carrot Cake 

4 5 

6 

2 PM  

Nursing 

Home 

7 8 9 Pastor 

Earl’s  

Birthday!!! 

7 PM GE  

Ad Council  

10 11 12 

13 14 

 

 

Pitchers and 

Catcher’s 

Report 

15 

 

World Hippo 

Day 

16 17 

1 PM  

BMA 

 

18 19 

Texas  

Statehood 

Day 

 

20 21 

 

President’s 

Day 

22 

9 AM DMA 

 

23 

7 PM  

CC Ad Coun-

cil  

24 25 26 

27 28      

* Carrot cake is Pastor Earl’s favorite and only 

birthday cake!  
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5 Ways to Bring Kindness into 

the New Year 

by Daisy Urgiles (www.guideposts.com) 

What better way to ring in 2022 than 
with some kindness and compassion? 
Although we may still be experiencing 
tough times due to the pandemic, there 
are still several ways to incorporate 
cheer in our day-to-day. Receiving kind-

ness—and reciprocating it—can have a positive effect on our mental 
and physical well-being. A simple act, such as greeting a stranger 
with a smile, will make your day a little brighter. 

Here are five meaningful ways to bring kindness into the new year. 

Reach out to loved ones  
During this time of continued social distancing, it’s important to 
check in on your loved ones. Sending emails, texts, or making phone 
calls are quick and easy ways to reach out to those you care about. If 
you’re feeling creative, send them a photo, a favorite recipe, a hand-
written note or decorated card. This form of connection can make 
loved ones feel appreciated and renewed. 

Volunteer your time 
Support your favorite causes and organizations by making time with-
in your schedule to volunteer. A weekly, monthly or quarterly com-
mitment can make a significant impact on the lives of those in need. 
Doing good for others is not only beneficial to your community, but 
also gives you the opportunity to meet new people while giving back 
to causes you’re passionate about. 

Make meaningful connections 
When having a conversation with a friend or family member, listen 

Continued on page 10 

https://www.guideposts.org/node/106683
https://www.guideposts.org/node/106683
https://www.guideposts.org/node/97455
https://www.guideposts.org/node/97455
https://www.guideposts.org/node/66299
https://www.guideposts.org/node/66299
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with the intention to understand rather than with the goal to re-
spond. Take interest in what they’re saying without interrupting 
or judging. The person you’re speaking to will appreciate it more 
than you think and will be encouraged to do the same.   

Do one good deed every day or week 
The next time you’re taking a stroll in your neighborhood, and 
you meet someone new, go ahead and compliment them. Not on-
ly will they appreciate the kind words, but you’ll be surprised 
with the joy it brings you as well. Other small acts of kindness you 
can do daily or weekly include holding the door for someone, 
bringing flowers to a nursing home, or simply smiling at a 
stranger. 

Be kind to yourself 
Being kind to others is important, but being kind to yourself is al-
so a must. Take special care of yourself by focusing on your 
needs—emotional and spiritual. Understand it’s okay to say “no” 
to things you don’t have time for or things that no longer suit you. 
Several ways to practice self-care include reading a book, taking a 
breath of fresh air, meditating, or going for a stroll or bike ride in 
the park. Your future self will thank you. 
************************************************************ 

 

 

Continued from page 9 

“You can't hold a man down 

without staying down with him.” - 

Booker T. Washington 

https://www.guideposts.org/node/83775
https://www.guideposts.org/node/83775
https://www.guideposts.org/node/67907
https://www.guideposts.org/node/67907
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There is a basket at the back of the church 

for your donations for Philip. His sponsor-

ship is $38 per month. We  figured out that 

if everyone who attended church on Sun-

day, would donate $1 each, or even $1.50 

each, we would easily have his sponsorship 

covered. Please help us continue to spon-

sor this little boy.   

The February collection for Operation Christmas Child is things 

for “Inside Play” 

 Travel sized board games 

 Card games 

 Marbles 

 Dominoes 

 Slinky 

 Yo-Yo 

 Puzzles (miniature) 

 Stuffed animals 

 Building sets (Legos, blocks, etc) 
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Address return requested 

Cawker City—  
 website: www.wacondalakeumc.com 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/cawkercityumc 

 
Glen Elder—  
website: www.wacondalakeumc.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/glenelderunitedmethodistchurch 
 
 

Don’t forget to “like, share, and comment” on any 
social media posts that you see. That helps to get our 
information to the world! 

If you don’t have Facebook, information can be 
found on our  website, wacondalakeumc.com. 


