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In early November I received a letter from the Council of Bishops. As I read it I was
encouraged and wanted to share several quotes with you.
1. We are a holy communion of different races, ethnicities, cultures and perspectives united by
the Holy Spirit, driven by the mission of Christ and bearing the good news of an unmerited
grace that changes lives and transforms communities.
2. We must be one people, rooted in scripture, centered in Christ, serving in love and united in
the essentials.
3. Our best witness is to love each other as Christ loves us, to show the world the supernatural
power of the Holy Spirit to bind us together despite our differences. This is living out the
gospel.
We are a Church:
Confident in what God has done in Christ Jesus for all humankind.
Committed to personal and social salvation/transformation.
Courageous in dismantling the powers of racism, tribalism, and colonialism.
4. We hold on to our Wesleyan heritage that “the living core of the Christian faith is revealed
in Scripture, illuminated by tradition, vivified in personal experience and confirmed by reason.”
We are confident in the prayer we have learned to say and share:
Make us one with Christ—this is faithfulness
Make us one with each other—this is unity
Make us one in ministry to all the world—this is fruitfulness
May you be encouraged and given HOPE for this Advent and Christmas Season.

Shalom,
A Fellow Traveler
Pastor Earl

What will make this Christmas season more meaningful for you? A visit from family?
A favorite Christmas song? A children’s program at church? Something else?
Whatever your answer(s) may be, a sure-fire way to make the countdown to
Christmas more meaningful is prayer. There is no better time to turn your heart to
prayer than this season leading up to the celebration of the Incarnation. So here is a list of
20 Christmas prayer prompts to follow, one each day perhaps, to point your heart to the
Bethlehem manger:
Give thanks for the joys of family and friends this season.
Ask God to “close the doors of hate and open the doors of love” this Christmas
(from a prayer by Henry Van Dyke).
Give thanks for your favorite Christmas carol.
Pray for Salvation Army bell ringers and others who help the needy during this
special season.
Pray for gifts you give to be well chosen and well received.
Give thanks for your favorite fragrances of the season.
Pray for those who are lonely this holiday season—widows, widowers, invalids,
etc.
Give thanks for the Gospel writers—Matthew and Luke—who recorded the
story of Jesus’ birth.
Pray for those who will be working over the holidays—police, firefighters,
hospital and nursing home staff, etc.
Give thanks to Jesus, who though He was rich, for your sake became poor (2
Corinthians 8:9).
Pray to be shielded from the noise, turmoil and empty promises of the season.
Ask God to protect and deliver those who must celebrate Christmas amid
persecution and oppression.
Give thanks for your favorite Christmas movie.
Pray for the children you know and love to grasp the true meaning

and

blessing of Christmas.
Pray for health and strength to meet the demands of Christmas week.
Pray for refugees, immigrants and other travelers who will be far from home at
Christmas.
Give thanks for the obedience of Mary, who submitted to the privilege and
challenge of giving birth to God’s Son.
Give thanks for the faith of Joseph, who believed the angelic message and
provided and cared for Mary and Jesus amid bewildering circumstances.
Give thanks for your favorite holiday foods.
Ask God to make your Christmas celebration reflect the beauty and wonder of
the first Christmas and for the miracle of the Incarnation—“God with us”—to
be a reality in you and those you love.

Feel free to adjust or add to the list above. You may even want to print it and post it on
your refrigerator or bathroom mirror to prompt a different prayer each day between
now and Christmas. Or you may come up with a list that is all your own. Whatever you
do, let it move your mind and heart closer to Jesus.
(www.guideposts.com)

Wayne and D’Meris Musgrove

Cawker City

Larry Bernard
Jean Richardson
Nancy Bowles
Julie Scott
Kathy Bowles

7--Todd Clover
8--Gary Wilson
18--Paula Haggard
30--Katie Schlaefli

Glen Elder

8--Owen Russell
10--Alyssa Russell
13--Grace Smith
16--Craig Slate
18--Paula Haggard
29--Abigail Pearl
30--Dan Geist
Jack Clausen

Helen Shoemaker
Brad Miller Family
Paula Haggard
Luke and Megan Thimmes (health issues)
Our Country
Those with COVID-19
Frontline Workers
Educators
Our Young People in School
Dan and Tana Geist
Wanda King
Tim Hall (cancer)
Nathan Stanton (ALS)
Bill Brummer
Elaine Schreuder
Becky Marzolf
Dave Rager (Pastor Earl’s cousin with
Covid and in ICU)
Shawna Wiley (Pastor Earl's step-niece
with Covid and in ICU)

Cawker City

16--Pastor and Paula
30--Steve and Callie Bader

Glen Elder

2--Krista and Jerritt Pilcher
16--Pastor and Paula

A big shout-out to those who came and
packed shoeboxes with us! Our church
packed 40 boxes, and with your donations,
we were able to cover the shipping on all of
them. Thank you to Janet Porter for taking
them to the drop-off location in Beloit.
It’s never too early to start collecting for
next year, so for the month of December,
our collection item is stuffed animals and
stocking stuffer type items. If you have any
questions, please see Hannah or Dana.

Christmas Eve Services
December 24, 2021
5:00--Cawker City
6:30--Glen Elder
"I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day" is a Christmas carol
based on the 1863 poem "Christmas Bells" by American
poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. The song tells of the
narrator hearing Christmas bells during the American Civil
War, but despairing that "hate is strong and mocks the song
of peace on earth, good will to men". After much anguish
and despondency the carol concludes with the bells ringing
out with resolution that "God is not dead, nor doth He
sleep" and that there will ultimately be "...peace on earth,
good will to men". (www.wikipedia.com)
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Don’t forget to “like, share, and comment” on
any social media posts that you see. That
helps to get our information to the world!

Cawker City—
website: www.wacondalakeumc.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/cawkercityumc
Glen Elder—
website: www.wacondalakeumc.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/glenelderunitedmethodistchurch

If you don’t have Facebook, information can be found on our website,
www.wacondalakeumc.com.

