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The Lakeside Messenger  
  

 
 

 
 

Dear friends and family, 

As I have been reading about the times and seasons of 
life, I ran across this devotion that says a great deal to 
us in 2021. A special thank you to Sarah Lundgren of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, who loves writing devotional 
content at www.The Glorious Table.com.    

Reflect on this: 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1 ESV) 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23 
ESV) 

Summertime: 

There are weekends at the lake; endless dinners on the grill; days at 
the pool with friends; flip flops scattered everywhere; bonfires; 
sticky s’mores; and oh so much more. You have nursed my broken 
heart more than once with gifts of sunshine and ice cream. Each 
year, you come back again to help me write another incredible 
story. Thank you.   

P.S. You are my favorite, but do not tell the other seasons.  

As I look back at past summers, I see a trail of beautiful and 
bittersweet memories. There have been summers that overflowed 
with joy and summers filled with deep sadness and pain. The 
common thread is that every summer was unique and had its own 
tale to tell. 

Just as every natural summer has a story to tell, so does every 
spiritual summer. We will each walk through 
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Cawker City  

2—Pastor Grace 
5—Justin Wilson 

20—Amos Gichuru 
24—Hannah Haggard 

 

Anniversaries 

 

 

 

Glen Elder 

1—Colleen Eberle 

7—Jalyn Porter 

10—Dennis Ritz 

14—Kay Gaston 

15—Graham Clausen 

19—Kyla Slate 

20—Toni Farwell 

21—Jess Eberle 

24—Hannah Haggard 

27—Janet Porter 

29—Jan Slate  

 

Anniversaries 

1—Art & Pat 
Duerksen 

 

Friday, 
August 7, 

2021 
7-9 PM 

 
Everyone is 
invited to 
attend! 

 
Glen Elder  
Swimming 

Pool  

Confidence doesn’t come out of 

nowhere. It’s a result of 

something….hours and days and 

weeks and years of constant 

work and dedication.  

—Roger Staubach 
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the spiritual seasons many times. Autumn is a time of change. 
Winter is a time of barrenness and preparation. Spring is a 
time of rebirth. And summer is a time for bearing fruit and 
embracing the abundant life that surrounds us. 

The key to embracing our spiritual summer, no matter what time of 
year it is in the natural, is to remember to seize the joy of the 
season. This is a time to feel the heavenly warmth on our face and 
revel in the beauty that surrounds us. Relax, have fun, celebrate, and 
abide in gratitude for the blessings that surround. Fall and winter 
will come, but don’t let thoughts of the unknown rob you of the joy 
of the moment. 

Summer is a season known for cultivating and bearing good fruit. 
Oh goodness, there is just nothing like a sweet, sun-ripened, summer 
strawberry. It is like a taste of heaven on earth! Our spiritual fruit of 
love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control must also be cultivated and ripened so it 
can taste even sweeter than the best summer strawberry. There is one 
sure way to do this, and that is to remember who our spiritual 
gardener is and to remain in him always. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing.” (John 15:5 ESV) 

 “The seasons may change, but our good and loving God does not.” 
Let us celebrate our summers, both the natural and the spiritual, 
and embrace every story being written, because God’s hand is in each 
one. 

Lord, thank you for the gift of summer. Thank you for strawberry 
shortcakes, backyard barbecues, air conditioners, and sun-drenched 
memories. May we seize each moment of joy and remember that 
you are the true cultivator of our harvest and author of our stories. 
Amen. 

Shalom, 

A Fellow traveler, 

Pastor Earl J. 

Continued from page 1 
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Wayne and D’Meris Musgrove 

Larry Bernard 

Jean Richardson 

Nancy Bowles 

Julie Scott 

Kathy Bowles 

Helen Shoemaker 

Aaron Rust 

Brad Miller Family 

Paula Haggard 

Luke and Megan Thimmes (health 
issues) 

Our Country 

Those with COVID-19 

Frontline Workers 

Educators going back to work 

Young people going back to 
school 

Dan and Tana Geist 

Wanda King 

Tim Hall (cancer) 

Wanda Lynch (health issues) 

Nathan Stanton (ALS) 

Bryon Redden (kidney failure) 
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Did you go somewhere on vacation this summer? If 

you haven’t gone somewhere, are you planning on 

going somewhere?  

In an effort to be more social in our interactions and 

to get to know each other better, we’ll be asking     

different questions every month. So, if you are able, 

and willing to answer our questions, we’ll tally the  

results and put it in the next month newsletter.  

So…..if you went somewhere, or are planning to go 

somewhere still this summer…..Where are/did you 

go? Email the church office 

(cawkerglenelderumc@gmail.com), text Hannah (785-324-2888), write it on a 

piece of paper and give it to us, or use a carrier pigeon, and we’ll post the results 

the next month.  

We’d love to hear about your summer! 

 

 Don’t forget!!!! 
The church still has expenses 
and upkeep to maintain, even 
during the summer, when you 
go on vacation. Please don’t 
forget to turn in your tithes, 
offerings and gifts to the 
church. Glen Elder has an 
online option, or you can see 
that Dawn Porter receives it. 
If you are attending Cawker 
City, please see that Betty 
Chance receives it.  
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DMA—Downs Ministerial Alliance 
BMA—Beloit Ministerial Alliance  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

National 

Lighthouse 

Day 

8 

2 PM 

Nursing 

Home 

Services 

9 10 11 

 

7 PM  

GE Ad 

Council 

 

12 

National 

Middle 

Child Day 

13 

Inter-

national 

Left-

Handers 

day 

14 

 

15 16 17 18 19 

 

BMA-1PM 

20 21 

22 23 24 

Kobe 

Bryant 

Day  

25 

 

7 PM  

CC Ad 

Council  

26 

National 

Dog Day 

27 28 

Rainbow 

Bridge  

Remembrance 

Day 

29 30 31 

DMA-10 AM 

    

 

DMA—Downs Ministerial Alliance 
BMA—Beloit Ministerial Alliance  
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Thoughts Azure had while mowing… 
 

—Our yard may not be like a golf course, but we 
keep it nice and take joy in our pretty flowers.  

—Our dogs are puppies and may not be perfect 
when people come visit. In fact, they may act 
like fools who have never seen people before, but 
they are lovable and super cute. Everyday we work on new skills 
and they get better each and every day. (This thought occurred 
while they watched my every move from every window in the house 

while I mowed.) 
—We may not be able to fit three cars in our three car garage and 
that may annoy some people, but have you seen our family calen-
dar? We are a hard working family and someday, when my kids 
are grown and gone, I will get to it.  
 

—My door is always open to anyone to visit, but know that when 
you come…you encounter a lived in house with puppy toys strewn 
all over the living room, dirty dishes may be in the sink and a half 

drunk cup of coffee might still be on the counter. I can only pray 
that everyone flushed the toilet today when you go into my bath-
room. (Even grown children forget!?!) We aren’t perfect, but we love 

people and sometimes being there for others as well as self care is 
more important to us.  
 
All of these thoughts are not to get attention. It is the simple re-
minder that we are all trying to do our best. Everyone lives a dif-
ferent life. No one knows all of our struggles and our triggers. In 

fact, we are all a hot mess express, right?  
Bottom line? 

Love God. Love People. No matter where they are at. Be kind. And 
remember that we are all just trying to do our best with the life 
and the moments we have been given. 
(used with permission from Azure Murphy Henwood, via Facebook) 
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Our August collection items are:  
SCHOOL SUPPLIES! 

 

Our box goal for Mitchell 
County is 746 boxes! I know that we can help be a part of that number. If 
you are unable to donate items, please remember that the biggest thing 
we ask for is prayer. Prayer for the boxes, as they represent a child who 
will get to hear the gospel.  
 
“Prayer is such a central piece of Operation Christmas Child. It 
supports all parts of the organization. It’s that underpinning to 
make sure everything else runs smoothly,” said Nancy Osborn, 
prayer coordinator for the Maine West team of year-round vol-
unteers in the Portland area.  
 

Don’t forget about our little boy, Philip! Dana 
Clausen has letter templates to send him a letter if 
you’d like. He will write back if we send him a 
letter. There is also some information on the bulle-
tin board, about Philip and his daily activities and 
a little bit more about him. Don’t forget the basket 
at the back of the church for donations to help his 
sponsorship.  

Pencils Sharpeners 

Paper Crayons 

Erasers Colored Pencils 

Scissors Solar Calculators 

Rulers Glue Sticks  
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We’re on the web!  
 
There are many places you can find information re-
garding both of our churches.  
 
 

1. Our website (www.wacondalakeumc.com). This is a new addi-
tion to our web presence in the last year. We are doing our best to 
have it updated and showing correct information. However, 
sometimes we can forget things, or not know things, so please let 
us know if there is something you want to see on the website, or 
that you think it is missing. If you miss church, you can go and 
view our services there, as there are links you can follow. A lot of 
times a daily devotional is posted there, so if you are NOT on     
Facebook, then you can go to the website and get that post or     
information for the day.  

2. Facebook (www.facebook.com/cawkercityumc or 
www.facebook.com/glenelderunitedmethodistchurch) These two 
pages are generally updated the most frequently. Daily Scriptures, 
devotions, and is also how we stream both of our services. On 
Sunday mornings, Cawker City is live on Facebook at 9:30 and 
Glen Elder is live at 10:50. This is another way to view our ser-
vices if you miss church.  

3. YouTube (www.youtube.com and search for Glen Elder United 
Methodist Church) This is another way that you can view church 
services if you miss them.  Denise Jackson is doing a great job at 
getting the services uploaded, but do be patient as this is a manu-
al process and can sometimes take time. Thank you Denise for do-
ing that for us.  

 
There are many different ways to get to information from the church. 
If you have questions about any of these, please contact the church 
office and they can assist you.  
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Lessons from “The Lion King”  

 

 

Photo credit: ©Disney 

 

“You are more than what you have become.” -Mufasa 

This simple statement addresses Simba’s primary struggles: his casting aside of 
the responsibility of leadership and the guilt of his father’s death still shadowing 
him. 
Believers often get bogged down by the past. We drag around packs loaded 
with sins, memories, wounds, and words, and we wonder why our Christian 
walk is so hard. 
 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland.” (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

Just as Mufasa told his son, we are so much more than what we have be-

come. “Do not dwell on the past.” The past doesn’t have to be years ago; the past is 

yesterday. Don’t drag it around with you. God is calling you to be something 

more. (www.crosswalk.com) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+43:18-19
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I remember driving with my Dad at night when it would rain hard, and as a 
kid, I was afraid. I thought to myself, “How could he see? What about all of 
the cars around him?” However, time and time again, I would drift off to 

sleep in the back of the car. You see, no matter how dark and stormy the road, 
my Dad had the wheel, and I trusted him. 

I'm reminded of a story about the English Reformer martyr, Nicholas Ridley. 
Nicholas Ridley was a Bishop of London who lived during the times of the 

Marian persecution of Protestants. The night before Ridley was to be execut-
ed, we find recorded that when asked by some friends if he would like them to 

stay up with him that  night, he said, “No, no, that you shall not. For I mind 
(God willing) to go to bed, and to sleep as quietly tonight, as ever I did in my 

life.”  

How could he sleep before his execution? It was because he knew that his 
heavenly Father had the wheel, no matter how dark and stormy the road 

ahead might be. The Psalmist wrote about this experience in Psalm 4:8, “In 
peace, I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell 
in safety.” Another way to say this is, “Be still and know that I am God.” Still 
your heart Christian, because God is God. No matter what happens, no mat-
ter what your experience may be, there is not a square inch in this universe or 
moment in time over which he does not reign. Lay your head on this pillow 
and sleep: God is God. Whisper to your heart, “Be still, heart, God is God.” 

Fall, recklessly into the pillow of his sovereignty, love, 
mercy, and care. 

What is happening in your life? What anxiety is keep-
ing you up at night? You can drift off to sleep because 
your Heavenly Father has the wheel, and no matter 
how dark and stormy the road ahead of you might 

be, you can trust him with your life.  

—Paul Banfe, www.churchletters.org 
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The Lakeside Messenger 

608 Lake Drive 
Cawker City, KS 67430 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Address return requested 

 Cawker City—  
 website: www.wacondalakeumc.com 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/cawkercityumc 

 
Glen Elder—  
website: www.wacondalakeumc.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/glenelderunitedmethodistchurch 
 
Don’t forget to “like, share, and comment” on any social media posts 
that you see. That helps to get our information to the 
world! 
 
If you don’t have Facebook, information can be found 
on our website, www.wacondalakeumc.com. 
 


